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Review of Foreign Research on Poverty Measure

ZHOU Chang-chun, LIU Jian-feng (Faculty of Management and Economics, Kunming University of Science and Technology, Kunming,
Yunnan 650093 )

Abstract Poverty measure is the basis of poverty research. Firstly, it comes down to delimit poor population, namely taken what kind of
standard to distinguish the poor people. This is the problem of how to delimit the poverty line. The investigation method, empirical method,
comparative method and income elasticity method were introduced. When the poverty line is drawn, there is another problem: what methods
we will take to measure the difference degree among the poor people. This is the problem of poverty measure. The H index, the gap between
rich and poor, Sen index were introduced. The foreign research on these two aspects during the latter half of the 20th century were selected ,

the similarities and differences and deficiencies were pointed out. Finally, some suggestions to improve research were put forward.
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