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Study on the Growth and Development Law of Semi-Free Male Musk Deer from Birth to 12 Months Old

LI Fei-ran et al  ( Animal Research Institute of Shaanxi Province, Xi’ an, Shaanxi 710032)

Abstract In order to study the growth and development law of the musk deer, the body weight and size of 10 semi-free male musk deer from
0 to 12 months were measured. The results showed that the weight cumulative growth curve increased from intense to gently. The 0 -4 and 10
— 12 months absolute growth rate has an increasing trend and the absolute growth peak was between 0 tol months old, hereafter slowed down
gradually. The growth intensity in 0 —3 months was higher than that of other months. The growth intensity of 3 —6 months has a significant lin-
ear downtrend, which increases slowly after the age of 8 months. The increase of the body ruler index was significant before the age of 6
months and a downtrend existed between 6 to 12 months. The length and shoulder height of 8 — 12 months changed fewer. The results revealed

the growth development law of musk deer, which can provide reference for breeding and semi-free management in the future.
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