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Analysis of the Causes of the Famine during 1959 —1961—Based on the Case of Liangshan County in Shandong Province

DONG Chuan-ling (Heze University, Heze, Shandong 274000 )

Abstract Causes of the famine during 1959 — 1961 in China was relate to natural disasters, but mainly were man-made factors. The great
leap forward movement and the people’s commune in 1958 made the "five winds" , such as, Communist wind, coxcombical wind, bungling
wind, forced to command wind, cadres specialized wind, resulting in serious waste, purchase excess, agricultural production. Reasons of the
famine of 1959 — 1961 in Liangshan County are the man-made and natural disasters but the main reason is the man-made. The people were
short of eating and went out to look for food. Some people died of edema disease and hunger. The study can make us more comprehensive un-
derstanding the causes of the famine in 1959 - 1961. The enlightenment and lessons from the study have important significance for today’ s so-

cial and economic development.
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