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Influence Mechanism of Demographic Factors on Residents’ Attitudes towards Genetically Modified Food

CHEN Dan-wen, XIA Ming~  (Zhejiang Chinese Medical University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310004 )

Abstract In order to research the residents’ attitudes towards genetically modified food, questionnaire survey was used to investigate the per-
sonal information of interviewee, the related knowledge of genetically modified food, attitudes towards genetically modified foods and other in-
formation. Demographic factors were used to provide references for the differentiated propaganda and management policy. Results showed that
regional differences led to the differences in the residents’ cognitive level and attitudes towards genetically modified foods. Along with the eco-

nomic development, people’s attitude towards genetically modified foods became increasingly tolerant.
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Table 1 Demographic characteristics of interviewee

5 H [ Ho il
Ttem Attribute Proportion // %
P51 Sex 5 41.36
T 58.64
4EI Age 20 % K LIF 17.03
21 ~30 % 41.48
31 ~40 % 17.52
41 ~60 % 20. 638
60 %/ LI I 3.28
=i} WA R 41.73
Education background NG AST = 16.55
= 18.37
RN 23.36
HIA Monthly income 2 000 JoLA T 45.01
2 001 ~4 000 JG 32.48
4001 ~6 000 J© 15.82
6 000 JTLA I 6.69
FIrfEHE Location WA HE X 10.58
WA B9 B LA I 21.41
WHTLAE AT 33.58
FERAR DA 34.43
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Table 2  Self-cognition , basic knowledge and altitude assignment

H IR Pl ERANASEERR S ASEEMR(E
Percentage of Proportion Actual score of Altitude
self-cognition % basic knowledge assignment
AR T f# Very familiar 4.01 3.17 0.3030
— T 14.23 3.13 0.230 7
Common understanding

M1 Knowing a little 50.97 2.47 0.004 8
AT f# Having no idea 30.79 1.58 -0.2411
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Table 3 Relationship between some demographic characteristics and the attitudes towards genetically modified food
BTIRE| JE BEEIRE RS LA JR i L
Item Attribute Altitude assignment  Percentage of support//% Percentage of neutrality /% Percentage of opposition // %
5] Sex L) 0.017 6 25.88 50.00 24.12
o -0.058 1 20.95 52.28 26.76
EWS Age 20 & K UIR 0.064 3 25.71 55.00 19.29
21 ~30 % 0.1232 29.62 53.08 17.30
31 ~40 % -0.146 9 18.75 47.92 33.33
41 ~60 % -0.2529 14.11 46.47 39.41
60 % LI I -0.3333 3.70 59.26 37.04
HUCA Monthly income 2 000 Ju LA 0.075 7 26.22 55.14 18. 65
2 001 ~4 000 J© -0.149 8 17.23 50.56 32.21
4002 ~6 000 JC -0.061 5 25.38 43.08 31.54
6 000 JTLA | -0.036 4 25.38 47.08 31.54
2 WA KA 0.090 4 29.15 50.73 20.12
Education background KL 5EER -0.036 8 24.26 47.79 27.94
=t -0.066 2 18.54 56.29 25.17
LN -0.1979 14.58 51.04 34.38
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Table 4 Attitudes of consumers in different areas towards genetically modified food

a A BERAE SRR L LA JRF i L
e Altitud Percente f P f Percent: f
Location Amu e ercentage ol ercen-tage ol erLc?ritage ol

assignment support // % neutrality // % opposition // %

WHT A HH T X. Prefecture-level city in Zhejiang Province 0.149 4 36.78 41.38 21.84
WL B B LU R34 County-level city and below in Zhejiang Province 0.028 4 25.00 52.84 22.16
WITLA 4K Rural areas in Zhejiang Province -0.1123 17.75 53.26 28.99
WL 4 Areas outside Zhejiang Province -0.03138 22.61 51.59 25.80
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Table 5 Statistics of information sources of genetically modified knowledge of residents with different demographic characteristics %
ok s i 4% LA A
Classification ewspaper an Rad19 ;.md Net work Professional Other
magazine television work
Wi Zhejiang (. f4) 34.88 65.68 61.60 18.18 36.55
2 Anhui 26.37 64.84 63.74 19.78 34.07
H M Guizhou 41.86 80.62 68.99 23.26 50.39
1174 Shanxi 27.78 75.00 66.67 13.89 25.00
WA A} Rural areas in Zhejiang Province 30. 80 61.23 53.62 16.30 36.26
WHTHZE T Prefecture-level city in Zhejiang Province 49.43 71.26 65.52 28.74 40.23
30 % LLF Below the age of 30 32.43 65.49 73.60 23.91 32.43
30 ~50 % 36.80 73.23 57.62 14.50 47.21
50 % L) = Above the age of 50 38.89 61.11 16.67 6.94 37.50
HUA 2 000 ~4 000 ST Monthly income in 2 000 ~4 000 yuan 33.71 71.54 62.55 14.98 43.45
HYA 4001 ~6 000 JC Monthly income in 2 001 ~4 000 yuan 38.46 69.23 67.69 23.85 40.77
A 6 000 JCLA = Above 6000 yuan 45.45 70.91 60.00 23.64 50.91
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Fig.1 Formation of residents’ altitude towards genetically mod-
ified food
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