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Finding and Identification of Chelydra serpentina in Qingyang City of Gansu Province

CHEN De-lai, HAN Ya-peng, SHI Hong-quan et al  ( College of Life Science and Technology, Longdong University, Qingyang, Gansu
745000 )

Abstract  Chelydra serpentina, originally distributed in America Continent, was brought into China in 1997 and has been taken into artificial
breeding ever since. At present, it tends to spread and multiply in a large scale in wild environment. Chelydra serpentina is often large in size and
can adapt to various existing circumstances. Therefore, it has great potential in invading China’s wild environment and may destroy ecological
balance, which in turn, will threaten ecological and economic security in China. The features, morphology and life habit of Chelydra serpentina
found in wild environment of Qingyang City in Gansu Province were described, the invasion potential, potential hazard and preventive measured

were elaborated.
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Note: A. Dorsal view; B. Ventral view; C. Right lateral view.
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Fig.1 The morphology of Chelydra serpentina
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