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The Influence of Internet Use on the Consumption Level and Structure of Rural Households—An Empirical Study Based on CFPS
2016 Data

XING Da-wei, GUAN Zhi-hao ( Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu 225125)

Abstract Based on the data of China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) in 2016, OLS regression model is used to study the impact of Internet
use on the consumption level and consumption structure of rural households. The study finds that Internet use has a significant positive impact
on the total household consumption of rural residents, which is still significant under the robustness test. Meanwhile, Internet use affects the to-
tal consumption through the consumption of food, tobacco and alcohol, clothing, housing, transportation and communication, household equip-

ment, culture, education and entertainment.
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Table 1 Descriptive statistics and description of variables
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No. Variable Mean L Min Max Variable definitions
deviation
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2 FRE AT 10.232 8 0.701 9 6.455 2 12.346 4 ZiE FEEFAE R AXTEL
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Table 2 Regression results of Internet use on the total consumption of

rural households

- OLS FE
Variahle LAY 1 iR 2 1R 3 1A 4
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4
HIEMMH 05284 0.1871°°° 05269 0.1843°°°
Internet use  (24.88) (8.88) (24.75) (8.73)
A Age 0.016 1" " 0.016 0"
(3.50) (3.48)
SRR S -0.0002"" " -0.0002" "
Age’ (-5.35) (-5.41)
P51 Gender 0.032 4" 0.023 4
(1.68) (1.19)
HEH KT Edu 0.046 7" " 0.044 6"
(3.52) (3.36)
WS UH Marry -0.0369""" -0.0343"""
(-3.18) (-2.94)
4% B Party 0.090 5" 0.092 4" "
(2.55) (2.61)
{dt}3 Health -0.0419""" -0.0428" "
(-5.65) (-5.76)
FHENEL Num 0.0695" " 0.0712"*"
(13.21) (13.35)
MR TAE 0.0930""" 0.088 1" "
Nonfarm work (3.94) (3.71)
KEEG ™ 0.070 7" ** 0.0699"""
Assets (12.06) (11.90)
FHEA 0.141 0" " 0.1396" "
Income (18.57) (18.34)
Hi X 3K PNEi AN E Eipe Eipe

Regional effect
TE DU R AT S RBE T B, # o =
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Note : The explained variable is the total consumption of rural households.
% % %k % % % are significant at the levels of 0.01,0.05,and 0.1,
respectively.The t value is in parentheses
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Table 3 Regression results of Internet use on rural household consumption structure

A T 2 Basic living expenses

K5 TEZ I 2% Development and enjoyment consumption

AREL

Gﬁa}ﬂe it SR K JafE AWIE [ FIEBETE SCHIR R By T P HoAth
(R 5) (1571 6) (HEHI 7)) (155714 8) (#571.9) (15574 10) (BRI 11) (557 12)
TR 0.108 6 ** 0.3925""" 0.0838°"" 0.3033""" 0.274 8" " 1116 1°°" 0.067 5 0.1934"""
Internet use  (=3.00) (-5.98) (-2.70) (-6.92) (-2.36) (-8.63) (-1.04) (-3.60)
AERY Age -0.005 4 0.0313"" 0.007 5 0.0480" " -0.033 2 0.013 3 -0.0237" 0.1383°""
(-0.69) (-2.19) (-1.11) (-5.03) (-1.31) (-0.47) (-1.69) (-11.83)
AFR IS -0.000 1 -0.0007°""  -0.0001°° -0.0007°"" 0.000 3 -0.000 7" ° 0.0003°"  -0.0014"""
Age’ (-0.77) (-4.94) (-2.12) (-7.61) (-1.17) (-2.53) (-2.20) (-12.35)
VLR Gender  —0.055 4 0.047 0.094 4" -0.012 6 -0.140 7 0.156 0.116 9" 0.004 4
(-1.64) (-0.77) (-3.26) (-0.31) (-1.30) (-1.29) (-1.93) (-0.09)
BHAFEd  0.0398" 0.053 6 0.081 8"~ 0.068 8" ° 0.045 6 0.110 4 0.059 5 0.063 5"
(-1.75) (-1.30) (-4.19) (-2.50) (-0.62) (-1.36) (-1.46) (-1.88)
54 Marry -0.0870° "  -0.059 1 -0.015 -0.0857°"" -0.018 7 0.2880" " -0.18257 "  -0.034 3
(-4.36) (-1.63) (-0.88) (-3.54) (-0.29) (-4.03) (-5.10) (-1.16)
451 Party 0.160 0" 0.206 9 0.046 8 0.1714"" 0.112 8 0.297 3 0.154 5 0.166 7°
(-2.64) (-1.88) (-0.90) (-2.33) (-0.58) (-1.37) (-1.42) (-1.85)
{@fE Health -0.020 4 -0.0248 -0.013 4 0.004 6 -0.1103" "~ -0.1137°° 026147 0.019
(-1.61) (-1.08) (-1.23) (-0.30) (-2.70) (-2.50) (-11.48) (-1.01)
FRENH Num  0.0793* " 0.172'5 0.0720" "~ 0.098 6" -0.023 07154 " 0.1027°"" 00704 "
(-8.69) (-10.40) (-9.19) (-8.90) (-0.78) (-21.90) (-6.28) (-5.81)
ML T/E 03364 0.228 7 0.1954°"" 0.1385" " -0.021 4 0.6122°"" 0.102 8 -0.5169°""
Nonfarm work ~ (—8.28) (-3.10) (-5.60) (-2.81) (-0.16) (-4.21) (-1.41) (-8.55)
FIEGT" 0.0652" " 0.1227 0.0500" "~ 0.1352""" 0.1605" " 0.1274""" 007967  0.1103"""
Assets (-6.49) (-6.72) (-5.80) (-11.09) (-4.96) (-3.54) (-4.42) (-7.37)
FREWA 0.1332" " 0.236 4 0.104 0"~ 0.154 8" 01713~ 0.093 6" 02034°""  0.2483""°
Income (-10.22) (-9.99) (-9.31) (-9.79) (-4.09) (-2.01) (-8.71) (-12.80)
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Note: # # s , % s , % are significant at the levels of 0.01,0.05,and 0.1,respectively.The ¢ value is in parentheses
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