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Human—Wildlife Conflicts in the Tibetan Areas of the Western Sichuan Highlands, China
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Abstract  Conflict between humans and wildlife has become an increasing problem in the Tibetan-dominated highlands of western Sichuan
Province.In August 2020, an investigation was carried out to document incidents of human-wildlife conflict,including time distribution and dam-
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age types,as well as farmer attitudes and perceptions of animals.Results show the crop-destroying wild animals are primarily wild boars , hedge-
hogs ,and Tibetan macaques,and these incidents mostly occur between April and August.The damaged crops are mainly potatoes, highland bar-
ley,and wheat.Livestock are primarily preyed on by wolves. Livestock are preyed on all year, with yaks and cattle being most frequently at-
tacked , but there are more incidents in winter.The wild animals that most frequently attack humans are wild boars, followed by brown bears, but
due to the degree of harm inflicted,local people view brown bears as the biggest threat to human safety.The wolf is perceived as the biggest
threat to grazing livestock ,with the wild boar and bear causing the most serious damage to crops.To ward off threats from wild animals, local
people use thorny hedges and fences, scarecrows, guard dogs, but with relatively little effect. Recommendations to prevent and alleviate these
problems include ,making a risk map of human-wildlife conflict, establishing independent habitats , and implementing a compensation system for
“human-wildlife conflict insurance”.This study can provide background information for the formulation of prevention and mitigation measures
for local human and wildlife conflicts.lt is also helpful for promoting the harmonious coexistence between local people and wildlife ,and protec-

ting the local biodiversity and ecological environment.
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