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Research on the Changes of Farmers’ Concept of Building Houses from the Perspective of Modernity—Based on the Survey on Y
Village in the South Regions of Henan Province

YANG Si-jie, ZHANG Hong ( College of Humanities and Social Development, Northwest A & F University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100)
Abstract Based on the investigation on the status of farmers’ housing construction in Y Village in the southern regions of Henan Province in
the past 40 years, it was found that the changes were mainly reflected in three aspects: the change of housing standards from being able to
“shelter from the wind and rain” to the pursuit of “comfort and beauty” jthe change of motivation from “internal demand” to “internal and ex-
ternal mixed demand” ;and the change of willingness to build houses from “immobility” to “passive building”. These were the results of the
continuous effect of modernity factors on rural economy, culture and social relations, but some of the traditional ideas still existed, farmers

gradually formed their own life logic in the building practice.
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Fig.1 The distribution of house-building time and cost in Y Village
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Table 1 Statistics of farmers’ willingness to build houses at different

ages A
#55 = J& Willingness to build houses

- RN OB -

Age Building a Buying a N Total
house in the house in the Uncertain
countryside city

20~39 % 8 44 13 65

40~59 % 29 16 33 78

60 % L) I 37 6 7 50

&1t Total 74 66 53 193
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