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Discovery of Magnoliaceae Taxa and Its Research Progress in China

MU Nan', ZHU Kai-fu', LI Shi-yu’ et al (1. Guangdong Shenzhou Magnolia Garden Co., Lid., Guangzhou, Guangdong 510642;
2. Zhangjiang Shenzhou Magnolia Garden Co. , Ltd. ,Zhanjiang , Guangdong 524148)

Abstract Based on the data of 52 genera and 1 453 subtaxa of Magnoliaceae described in the world” s major databases, we studied the dis-
covery of the world” s Magnoliaceae taxa, and counted the main taxonomic system, discovery year, naming person, publications and other in-
formation. Further study on the change trend of the Magnoliaceae taxa with time. This paper focuses on the discovery process of the Magnoliace-
ae taxa in China, and China’s contribution to the world. On the whole, the discovery and study of the Magnoliaceae taxa in China started late ,
but developed rapidly. In early China, the naming of plants was not important, and there was little international communication. Most of the lo-
cal Magnoliaceae plants in China were named by foreign scholars. The early exploration, introduction and domestication of the world’ s plants
in the 18th and 19th centuries, although with obvious colonial economic and social characteristics, played a positive role in the discovery and
study of Magnoliaceae and its worldwide spread. In the middle of the 20th century, especially after the founding of the People’s Republic of
China, with the rise of botanical research in China, Chinese Magnoliaceae botanists have gradually stepped onto the stage of history, and be-

come the mainstream of the discovery and research of new taxa of Magnoliaceae plants in the past 20 years.
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