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Abstract After a herbal literature research on the appellation, origin, efficacy, genuine producing area and counterfeit of CR, the evolution
of its appellation was found to begin from “Yan Hu” “Yan Hu Suo” “Di Jin Luan” “Xuan Hu Suo” and “Yuan Hu”

(School of Pharmacy, Zhejiang Chinese Medical University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang

, and end in official
name as “Yuan Hu Suo ( Yuan Hu)”. Dried tubers was the medicinal part of Corydalis yanhusuo W.T.Wang Functions of CR was firstly recor-
ded for relieving pain, and improving eyesight in Leigong Treatise on the Preparation. After undergoing supplementation and modification of
herbal medicine, it could be now used for activating blood, promoting qi circulation, easing pain, and it could be used for chest pain, abdomi-
nal pain, dysmenorrhea and postpartum stasis. The genuine producing areas of CR were Junction areas of Liaoning, Mongolia and Hebei Prov-
inces during the Five Dynasties.In the Ming Dynasty, the areas gradually transferred to Jiangsu Province. Whereafter in Qing Dynasty, it began
to extend from the Maoshan area of southwest Jiangsu to Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province. Nowadays, CR produced from Dongyang in Zhejiang
Province were known as the best ones. Common counterfeits of CR include Pinellia ternata, Dioscorea opposite and Coydalis decumbens. Based
on a systematic herbal literature research, this paper takes a radical reform of CR, and provides reference for its further development and re-

source utilization.
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Table 1 The name of Corydalis Rhizoma recorded in traditional Chinese literature
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Note ; A.Corydalis Rhizoma recorded in Materia Medica Companion ; B.Corydalis Rhizoma recorded in Primordial materia medica; C.Plant Names and Real-

ity Maps ; D.National Compilation of Chinese Herbal Medicine ; E,F.Color atlas of Chinese Materia Medica; G.Chinese Materia Medica; H,1.Compen-

dium of Materia Medica( Highligh)
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Fig.1 The basal plant form of Corydalis Rhizoma recorded in traditional Chinese literature
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Table 2 The effect of CR recorded in traditional Chinese literature
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Table 3 The producing area of CR recorded in Chinese herbal literature
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Table 4 The comparison of general characters between CR and common fake burnet
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Fig.4 Microscopic characteristics of dissociated tissue of Dalbergia hancei
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