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The Experience from “Thousand Villages Being Pilot and Ten Thousand Villages Being Implementation” Project in Zhejiang Prov-
ince May Extend to the Whole Rural China for Boosting Integrated Development

ZHENG Bao-hua', MEI Chang-qing” (1. Rural Development Institute, Yunnan Academy of Social Sciences, Kunming, Yunnan 650034
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Abstract The effective treatment of human settlement environment in rural area is not only key contents for rural construction and better living
conditions, but also important tools for rural vitalization in China. Zhejiang Province initiated the “Thousand Villages Being Pilot and Ten
Thousand Villages Being Implementation” Project in 2003 and has received remarkable results. Rural people consider it as “the most warmly
welcome and beneficial for rural residents which the government engaging after the household contract responsibility system” , and UN recog-
nized Zhejiang Province as “Champions of the Earth Award” in September 2018. This project also condensed valuable experience such as high-
level initiative, respecting the grassroot’ s opinion, systematic implementation, securing government inputs, strict rewards and punishment
etc. The valuable experience may have universal significance for implementing the Rural Vitalization Strategy, especially for conducting the
Five-Year Action for effective treatment of rural settlement environment. They are not only a vivid display of general principle named “produc-
tivity determining production relations and production relations reacting on productivity” , but also a practical path to transfer the idea that
“clear water and green mountains are as valuable as mountains of gold and silver” into beautiful landscape, colorful economy and wonderful
life, and also a powerful grip for exploring rural-urban integrated development road and then realizing common prosperity.
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