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Through analysis of 117 papers searched in core journals from Chinese Journals Online (2002-2011), a systematic classification for

these achievements was conducted, the results showed that the research of rural settlement grew quickly in the latest decade; theoretical research

has been developed to a certain extent, but still a weak line; most research belong to macro or middle scale research, microscopic study is obvi-

ously insufficient. Then the five main areas of research were presented. Finally, the development trend of this subject was put forward.
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