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Activity Laws and Feeding Behavior of Introduced Badgers

CUI Yong-yong et al (College of Life Sciences,East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062 )

Abstract [ Objective] The aim was to study activity laws and feeding behavior of introduced badgers under semi-free conditions. [ Method ] The
activity laws and feeding behavior of badgers (Meles meles) introduced from Shandong to Shanghai were observed by infrared video camera from
March 2011 to March 2012. [ Result] The new born baby emerged from cave for 35 minutes later than adults averagely and had 40 minutes of
night activity duration time shorter than adults in spring and summer when they were taken cared by mother. Compared with local badgers under
natural conditions, the night activity duration time of introduced badgers was about 2. 50 h in four seasons averagely,and the longest duration time
of 9.85 h happened in summer. There were significant differences in feeding artificial diet among introduced badgers in different seasons. Among
them the longest average daily feeding time of 2. 93 h happened in autumn,which accounted for the biggest ratio of 34.8% in night activity dura-
tion time. The feeding time distribution was dispersive in spring and summer while concentrated between 16:00 and 20:00 in autumn and between
0:00 and 4:00 in winter which accounted for 61.0% and 62.0% in whole feeding time respectively. [ Conclusion] This research could provide
reference for the ecological restoration of badger population in Shanghai area.
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