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Analysis on Cultivated Land Utilization and Its Driving Force in Northwest Shanxi

NIU Bing-juan et al  (Loess Plateau Institute, Shanxi University, Taiyuan, Shanxi 030006 )

Abstract  Using semi-structured interview and participatory GIS (PGIS) , cultivated land utilization in northwest Shanxi was studied. The spe-
cific planting status of farmers from 5 villages in Ningwu County, northwest Shanxi was investigated, the driving forces of cultivated land utiliza-
tion status was analyzed from 5 aspects of nature, economy, social, policy and technology. The results showed that the cultivated land utilization
of five villages in northwest Shanxi is unsustainable, but some fine traditional farming methods are still retained. Leading cultivated land utiliza-
tion in study area to form has many factors: harsh natural environment is the objective cause and the direct cause is the low economic benefits
from farming. Apart from these causes, the social factors include household expenditure in rural areas increasing and arable land fragmentation.
Countries”agricultural support and protection efforts little and the social security system in rural areas and cultivated land’ s circulation and super-
vision imperfectly are considered to the policy factor. At last the technical factor is serious lack of agricultural technology services at the grassroots
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